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 Idaho Spring Wheat Production Down 36 Percent 

 

Based on conditions as of August 1, Idaho’s spring wheat yield is 

forecast at 72.0 bushels per acre, up 2 bushels from the July 1 forecast 

and down 12 bushels per acre from 2011. Production of 33.1 million 

bushels from 460,000 harvested acres is down 36 percent from last 

year. Idaho’s winter wheat yield of 82.0 bushels per acre is unchanged 

from the July 1 forecast and last year. Producers expect to harvest 

740,000 acres of winter wheat with a total production of 60.7 million 

bushels, down 4 percent from last year. Barley production is forecast 

at 52.5 million bushels, up 13 percent from last year's 46.5 million 

bushels. Harvested acreage, at 590,000, is 90,000 acres more than 

last year. The expected yield of 89.0 bushels per acre is up 2 bushels 

from last month but down 4 bushels from last year. Sugarbeet 

production is expected to total 6.32 million tons from 182,000 

harvested acres, up 4 percent from a year ago. Sugarbeet yield of 34.7 

tons per acre is up from last year’s  

34.4  tons per acre. Alfalfa hay production is estimated at 4.10 million tons, a 5 percent decrease from 2011. The expected yield for alfalfa is at 

4.10 tons per acre, down from last year’s 4.30 tons per acre. Other hay production is expected to total 798,000 tons, up 4 percent from last year. 

Yield for other hay is estimated at 2.10 tons per acre, down from 2.20 tons per acre last year. Oat yield is forecast at 65.0 bushels per acre, 

unchanged from last month but down 5 bushels from last year. Oat production from 15,000 harvested acres is expected to total 975,000 bushels, 

down 7 percent from a year ago. Dry bean production is expected to total 2.64 million cwt from 140,000 harvested acres, up 40 percent from 

last year. Yield is forecast at 1,900 pounds per acre (clean basis), down 100 pounds from last year. Chickpeas, grown primarily in North Idaho, 

are included in the dry bean estimates. This year’s chickpea planted acreage accounts for 53 percent of Idaho’s dry beans. Idaho apple 

production is estimated at 70.0 million pounds, up 10.0 million pounds from 2011. Peach production is expected to total 7,200 tons, down from 

last year’s 7,600 tons. Idaho hop producers are expected to harvest 2,449 acres with a yield of 2,045 pounds per acre and production of 5.01 

million pounds in 2012.  

 

For the United States, all wheat production, at 2.27 billion bushels, is up 2 percent from the July forecast and up 13 percent from 2011. Based 

on August 1 conditions, the United States yield is forecast at 46.5 bushels per acre, up 0.9 bushel from last month and up 2.8 bushels from last 

year.  Winter wheat production is forecast at 1.68 billion bushels, up 1 percent from July and up 13 percent from 2011. Based on August 1 

conditions, the United States yield is forecast at a record high 48.0 bushels per acre, up 0.3 bushel from last month and 1.8 bushels higher than 

last year.  Spring wheat production is forecast at 500 million bushels, up 6 percent from the July forecast and up 10 percent from last year. Area 

harvested for grain is expected to total 11.7 million acres, unchanged from last month but down 3 percent from last year. The United States yield 

is forecast at 42.8 bushels per acre, up 2.4 bushels from last month and 5.1 bushels above 2011.   Barley production for the 2012 barley crop is 

forecast at 221 million bushels, up 2 percent from the July forecast and 42 percent from 2011. Based on conditions as of August 1, the average 

yield for the United States is forecast at 67.6 bushels per acre, up 1.3 bushels from July but down 2.0 bushels from last year.  Oat production is 

forecast at 66.5 million bushels, 2 percent above the July 1 forecast and up 24 percent from the record low production in 2011. If realized, this 

will be the second lowest production on record. Growers expect to harvest 1.09 million acres for grain or seed, unchanged from the previous 

forecast but up 16 percent from the record low last year.  Dry bean production is forecast at 27.0 million cwt for 2012, up 36 percent from last 

year.  Production of sugarbeets for the 2012 crop year is forecast at 35.3 million tons, up 23 percent from last year.  Corn production is forecast 

at 10.8 billion bushels, down 13 percent from 2011 and the lowest production since 2006. Based on conditions as of August 1, yields are 

expected to average 123.4 bushels per acre, down 23.8 bushels from 2011. If realized, this will be the lowest average yield since 1995.  Alfalfa 

hay production is forecast at 54.9 million tons, down 16 percent from last year.  Other hay production is forecast at 65.4 million tons, down less 

than 1 percent from last year.  Peach  production is forecast at 1.02 million tons, down 5 percent from 2011.  The apple forecast for the 2012 

crop year is forecast at 8.06 billion pounds, down 14 percent from 2011.  Hop production in Idaho, Oregon, and Washington is forecast at 61.5 

million pounds for 2012, down 5 percent from last year. 

 

Find agricultural statistics for your county, State, and the Nation at www.nass.usda.gov. 
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Dear Respondent: 

 

This issue of the Idaho Crop and Livestock Producers' News 

covers the results of the August Agricultural Yield Survey & June 

Agricultural Survey. 

 

For more information contact us at  nass-id@nass.usda.gov or 

at 1-800-691-9987. Thank you for reporting and your continued 

support. 

   Sincerely, 

 
   Vince Matthews 

   Director 

 

http://www.nass.usda.gov/
http://www.nass.usda.gov/
mailto:nass-id@nass.usda.gov


  

Area Harvested, Yield, and Production by Crop, 

Idaho and United States, 2011 and Forecasted August 1, 2012 

STATE UNIT 
Area Harvested Yield Production 

2011 2012 2011 Jul 1, 2012 Aug 1, 2012 2011 2012 

  Thousand Acres  Thousands 

IDAHO         

   Winter Wheat Bu. 770 740 82.0 82.0 82.0 63,140 60,680 

   Spring Wheat Bu. 620 460 84.0 70.0 72.0 52,080 33,120 

   Barley Bu. 500 590 93.0 87.0 89.0 46,500 52,510 

   Oats Bu. 15 15 70.0 65.0 65.0 1,050 975 

   Dry Beans 
1/ 2/

 Lbs. 94 139 2,000 -- 1,900 1,880 2,641 

   Alfalfa Hay Tons 1,000 1,000 4.30 -- 4.10 4,300 4,100 

   Other Hay Tons 350 380 2.20 -- 2.10 770 798 

   Sugarbeets Tons 176 182 34.4 -- 34.7 6,054 6,315 

         

UNITED STATES         

   Winter Wheat Bu. 32,314 35,023 46.2 47.7 48.0 1,493,677 1,682,726 

   Spring Wheat Bu. 12,079 11,681 37.7 40.4 42.8 455,188 499,510 

   Barley Bu. 2,239 3,268 69.6 66.3 67.6 155,780 221,019 

   Oats Bu. 939 1,091 57.1 59.8 61.0 53,649 66,519 

   Dry Beans 
1/2/

 Lbs. 1,155.9 1,673.5 1,716 -- 1,614 19,833 27,016 

   Alfalfa Hay Tons 19,213 18,812 3.40 -- 2.92 65,332 54,895 

   Other Hay Tons 36,420 38,762 1.81 -- 1.69 65,812 65,448 

   Sugarbeets Tons 1,213.1 1,215.5 23.8 -- 29.1 28,828 35,336 

   Durum Wheat Bu. 1,312 2,122 38.5 38.6 40.5 50,482 86,010 

   Corn for Grain Bu. 83,981 87,361 147.2 -- 123.4 12,358,412 10,778,589 

1/ Yield in pounds, production in 1,000 cwt. 2/ Excludes garden bean seed. 

 

 
A THANK YOU TO ALL IDAHO FARM AND RANCH OPERATORS 

 

Your cooperation in completing agricultural surveys from this office is greatly APPRECIATED. Accurate, useful estimates are vital in decision making. All 

estimates derived from these surveys, along with other pertinent agricultural data, are published in our regular series of releases.  All NASS reports are available 

free of charge on the worldwide Internet.  For access, connect to the Internet and go to the NASS Home Page at: http://www.nass.usda.gov.  If you have any 

questions or require additional information, you may reach us toll free at 1-800-691-9987. 


